After 15 years, former Muncie resident still able to pay his bills while doing what he loves – playing the blues
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	Fifteen years. 

It just didn't seen possible. 

"Fifteen years this year! (It) all began in Muncie," Mike Milligan wrote in a recent e-mail. 

Surely, it wasn't that long ago when I met Mike Milligan in his cramped apartment on Charles Street. The walls were covered in Stevie Ray Vaughan posters. His guitar rested against his knee -- it was never very far from him. 

At the time he was a Ball State student, getting ready to graduate with a degree in art education. But what he really wanted to do was play the blues. And if it paid the bills, even better. 

Milligan, 36, is still playing the blues, and paying the bills. He and his band Steam Shovel -- Mike's brother Shaun on bass and Robert "Tiny" Cook on drums -- perform all over the state and beyond, even in Stevie Ray's neck of the woods. 

"I'm still trying to stand my ground and do my own thing," Milligan said during a recent phone call. 

Milligan, who now lives in Kokomo, has recorded a handful of albums and turns in more than 150 shows a year, many of them with some of the greats -- Tower of Power, Robert Cray, B.B. King, Al Green, Buddy Guy. 

The band has a standing gig at the House of Blues in Chicago. 

But you'll still find the trio playing in these parts -- the band plays every month or so at Mr. Mouse in Yorktown and will perform at CenterStage in April. 

Milligan grew up in a musical family (his dad played with The Drifters) and he's definitely passing that on. His four-year-old son Maceo has performed with Dad on stage several times. "He's got a great voice," Milligan said, adding that the little entertainer performed with Dad's band in front of more than 1,000 at Chicago's Navy Pier. 

Milligan and Steam Shovel have mastered the art of covers, such as Life By The Drop, and What's Goin' On, but what you usually get is originals, written by Milligan. 

The originals go back to the band's first album, a self-titled effort released in 1998. 

"My songs are usually a direct reflection of what's going on in my life at the time," he said. The song titles, he said, on the band's latest CD Timing Is Everything say a lot -- Ain't No Sunshine When She's Gone, Bring It On Home and This Is Not Goodbye. 

When asked what has kept the band going for these 15 years, Milligan laughed. 

"I'm stubborn," he said. "Sure, people told me at the beginning that I should quit and do something else. But I don't like to be told what to do. And, come on, success is the ultimate revenge for all those who said it wasn't going to happen." 
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Mike Milligan (center) and his band, Steam Shovel — Mike's brother Shaun plays bass and Robert "Tiny" Cook plays the drums. 



Discs 

  Mike Milligan and Steam Shovel (1998)

  When I Get There (2001)

  If You Don't Change (2004)

  Live! (2004)

  Timing Is Everything (2007)


IN CONCERT
  Saturday, March 15, Mr. Mouse in Yorktown

  Friday, April 4, CenterStage in Muncie 




